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SIR RICHARD GRIFFITH'S CATALOGUE OF

Department of Geology, Trinity College, Dublin 2.

MINES AND MINERAL OCCURRENCES IN
IRELAND: NOTES ON VARIOUS EDITIONS
PUBLISHED BETWEEN 1853 AND 1862

Patrick N. Wyse Jackson

Abstract: Richard John Griffith was for many decades of the eighteenth century one of the leading geologists in Ireland. A
notable public servant who served as a Railway Commissioner and Commissioner of the Valuation he was responsible for
the publication of the first large-scale geological map of Ireland in 1839; this went through several editions until 1855.
From 1852 maps carried extensive information on mines and of mineral locations, and these were documented in a sepa-
rately published pamphlet in 1854. The recent discovery of two earlier versions of this list, that both date from 1853, strong-
ly suggests that these documents were authored by Richard Griffith or at the very least were compiled under his direction,
for the use of field officers of the Valuation Survey. Journal of the Mining Heritage Trust of Ireland, 2, 2002, 9-14.

INTRODUCTION

In the first issue of The Journal of the Mining Heritage Trust of

Ireland, published in 2001, John Morris documented a rare cat-
alogue of mines and mineral occurrences in Ireland dating from
1854 (Morris, 2001). This he attributes to Sir Richard John
Griffith. On reading the article I recalled that I had in my pos-
session not only a copy of this 1854 document, but also two ear-
lier editions. A number of years ago I acquired a slim bound
volume by the celebrated mineralogist Sir Charles Lewis
Giesecke (1761-1833). Giesecke who was a colourful character,
was employed as Professor of Mineralogy at the Royal Dublin
Society between 1813 and 1833. Prior to his arrival in Ireland
he had conducted a notable mineralogical survey of Greenland
and the Faeroe Islands (Jorgensen, 1996; Wyse Jackson, 1996).

The volume contains a Catalogue of minerals in the museum of

the Royal Dublin Societv to which is appended an Irish
Mineralogy (Giesecke, 1832).

Pasted between the title page and the text of the latter paper was
a copy of an 1853 version of Griffith's catalogue, while a sec-
ond catalogue, also dated 1853, was pasted onto the inside back
cover. Folded neatly within the book, but not pasted into it, was
a copy of the pale blue 1854 version, already described by
Morris (2001). Quite why Griffith's catalogues were glued into
the Giesecke volume is hard to understand, but fortuitous - |
suggest that given the flimsy nature of the documents a previ-
ous owner may have been worried about losing them.

The purpose of this brief article is to provide facsimile repro-
ductions of the two 1853 documents, as well as giving brief
descriptions of the various, known, editions of Griffith's cata-
logue. For details of Griffith himself and his various enterpris-
es, readers should consult the paper by Morris (2001) as well as
the volumes authored or edited by Gordon Herries Davies
(Herries Davies, 1983; Herries Davies and Mollan, 1980).

1853 CATALOGUE (1ST VERSION)

This is a one page document (Figure 1) entitled Catalogue of
the several localities in Ireland where Mines or Metalliferous
Indications have hitherto been discovered, arranged in
Counties, and under their respective Post Towns - a title that is
consistent throughout all four known versions of the catalogue.
This catalogue is printed on white paper (7.5 inches wide by 12
inches high), bearing a watermark of a fleur-de-lys above the
date 1849. It carries in pencil the inscription "Richd Griffith Jr
1853 -". It is somewhat unusual that the tag of "junior" should
have been added to the name, given that Griffith's father, also
Richard, had been dead for over thirty years. Apart from this
inscription there is nothing to conclusively date this document
other than to note that it was not printed prior to 1849.
However, by examination of the contents one can be almost cer-
tain that the inscribed date is correct.

On Griffith's 1839 geological map under a listing of "Table of
Colours" on the left-hand side of the map, six economically
important minerals - gold, iron, copper, lead, antimony, and
coal - were denoted by characteristic symbols. However by the
1852 edition two more were added - gypsum and rock-salt. In
addition under a "Synoptical View" located on the right-hand
side of the map symbols for an additional 10 economic miner-
als are given with symbols, together with a list of some 252
localities where they were located. The symbols used corre-
spond to those sixteen used in this catalogue. That for coal is
omitted in this catalogue, but the coal-producing or coal-bear-
ing regions are indicated by means of sketches of their geo-
graphical locations at the bottom of the document. These it
notes were reproduced from Griffith's latest geological map,
which was probably that published in 1852.

In this catalogue details of 182 localities in 26 counties are
given.
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Figure 1. Catalogue
of 1853 (Ist version)
showing the symbols
used for each mineral
type, the list of locali-
ties, and the sketch
maps of the coal di
tricts of Ireland.
Image is reduced in
size by about 15%.
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1853 CATALOGUE (2ND VERSION)

This is a four page document (Figure 2), printed on white paper
(5 inches wide by 8 inches high).

On the top of page one the authorship of the catalogue is given
in pencil: "By Richard Griffith Jr 1853 -". The handwriting is
identical to that on the earlier 1853 version, but is not that of
Griffith himself.

In this catalogue the characteristic symbols indicative of partic-
ular materials are not given; instead the materials are listed after
the locality in which they are found. Coal is also omitted from
the lists and the sketch maps of the coal districts are also miss-
ing.

This catalogue lists details of 248 localities in twenty-seven
counties - Roscommon (Arigna mines for clay ironstone) is the
additional county listed. This would suggest that this is the later
of the two. In some cases, particularly in the major mining cen-
tres such as Castletown Bearhaven, County Cork and
Knockmahon, County Waterford, several localities (6 and 6) are
grouped under the collective terms 'Bearhaven Mines' and
'Knockmahon Mines' respectively. In the earlier 1853 version
only the collective mine terms were used. Similar such addi-
tional locality information is given for other areas, and these
largely account for the increase of 66 localities between the first
and second 1853 versions of the list.

Unfortunately the bottom of this catalogue has been trimmed,
and the name of the printer and the date (if any) has been lost.
Comparison of the typeface used with that in the 1854 version
described below, shows them to be identical which suggests at
least that Alexander Thom and Sons of 87 Abbey Street were
the printers.

Both of the 1853 catalogues are reproduced here so that they
can be compared with each other and with that reproduced by
Morris (2001).

1854 CATALOGUE

My copy of this pale blue, foolscap sized catalogue, on which
the date June 1854 is printed, is identical to that described by
Morris (2001). It is printed on paper bearing the watermark "J.
Green and Son 1853". Green's were paper manufactures, who
coincidentally supplied the paper for Giesecke's manuscript cat-
alogue of Greenland minerals donated by him to Trinity
College, Dublin (Wyse Jackson, 1996).

This catalogue lists details of 430 localities in twenty-nine
counties - Fermanagh and Queen's County [= Laois] are the
additional counties listed. In addition to the earlier versions
details of ownership and operators of mining enterprises is
given in some instances. The details of some localities were
communicated by various individuals such as Joseph
Backhouse, R.W. Townsend, William Conn, Fitz-Lionel
Fleming, Dr Saunderson, John L. Worrall, Professor James

Apjohn (of Trinity College, Dublin) and Sir Richard O'Donnell
(of Newport, County Mayo). Such individuals must have been
aware of the earlier lists.

1861/1862 CATALOGUE

This catalogue was published as an appendix to Griffith's list-
ing of localities of Irish Carboniferous fossils in the Dublin
Quarterly Journal of Science for 1861 and in volume 9 of the
Journal of the Geological Society of Dublin. published in 1862.
As has been noted by Morris (2001) it is virtually identical to
the listing of 1854. Morris gives the minor discrepancies
between the two versions.

ORIGINS AND USES OF THE CATALOGUES

Why were these catalogues published and who used them?
Given their flimsy

nature | suspected that it was unlikely that they were regarded
as being permanent documents by their users, but rather they
were working documents that provided some beneficial infor-
mation. The answer to the above question is to be found on
page 25 of volume 9 of the Journal of the Geological Society of
Dublin. mentioned above. Here Richard Griffith writes "I have
thought it desirable to add an appendix of the Irish mining
localities, compiled from the Geological Map [his map - my
italics] for the general use of the General Valuation of
Ireland...". Griffith was the appointed Commissioner of the
Valuation in 1830, and continued work until 1865. The first
valuation, termed the 'Townland Valuation', was followed from
1846 by the 'Tenement Valuation' which is now widely known
as 'the Griffith Valuation'. These catalogues of localities of
mines and metalliferous deposits were probably produced for
and carried by the surveyors employed by Griffith during the
latter Valuation. Griffith issued printed instructions to the sur-
veyors, but these men would not have had much, if any geolog-
ical training. Nevertheless, to fuel his geological ambition
Griffith instructed them to collect fossils and other materials
which he used to compile and revise his geological maps. Thus
it would have been helpful for his men to have an aide-
mémoire to the areas and districts which had already produced
materials of economic interest. The presence of such material
would have had an effect on the valuation reached. As the val-
uation continued additional information became available and
newer more comprehensive versions of the catalogues were
produced.

AUTHORSHP OF THE CATALOGUES

Some doubt has been thrown on the true authorship of some of
Griffith's work. Archer (1980) has demonstrated that much of
his geological map of Ireland owed much to the labours of
Patrick Ganly (c. 1809-1899), who like many others was
employed by Griffith in the Valuation Office but not as a geol-
ogist.  Griffith failed to acknowledge Ganly's contribution.
Perhaps the listings discussed here were in fact compiled by
someone working under the direction of Griffith. The monu-
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mental listing of Carboniferous fossils published in 1862 runs
to 114 pages, and I find it difficult to believe that this was com-
piled by Griffith himself, particularly he was a busy public ser-
vant, and because his cabinet of fossils on which the list is
based had been monographed for him by Frederick M'Coy in
1844 (Wyse Jackson and Monaghan, 1994). It is probable that
the both the fossil and mines/mineral lists were compiled by an
assistant in the Valuation Office, but their authorship was cited,
due to deference, as that of Griffith. Could the lists be the work
of Ganly, or of John Kelly (1791-1869), who served as a per-
sonal assistant to Griffith between 1814 and 1856 and was later
employed in the Geological Survey of Ireland (Herries Davies,
1995)? While this is possible, there is no evidence at present to
promote such a conjecture.

Griffith certainly had considerable knowledge of the mining
districts of the country - information that he had first began to
acquire during his association with the Dublin Society for
whom he surveyed the Leinster Coalfield in 1809. He was
appointed three years later as Mining Engineer to the Society
and carried out a number of surveys in the years following.
However, the final years of his tenure were somewhat clouded
with the Society taking the view that Griffith was not actually
doing much on their behalf, and he resigned in 1829. This and
later work gave him a wealth of knowledge on the geology of
Ireland.

Both of the 1853 versions reproduced here carry no printed
indication of authorship, but as has been noted, above pencil
inscriptions indicate that Richard Griffith was the author. If one
accepts this as being true, then it follows that the later 1854 list-
ing was also by him. Until other evidence comes to light to
prove otherwise, the authorship of the 1853, 1854 and
1861/1862 catalogues should be ascribed to Richard John
Griffith.
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